Board of Directors

Ways You Can Help

Executive Director

Give a special gift this year. Make a donation
to the Peter J. DeSibio Five Towns Child Care
Center in your loved one’s name and you will
both get the gift of knowing you made a difference.
		
Choose from:

Paula S. Robinson
Board President

Elizabeth B. Ropers
Vice Presidents

Adah Silberg
Treasurer

Chris Albanese
Secretary

Harriet Rubenstein
Editor/Designer

Natalia Walters
PIP Printing

		

 Holiday Cards

		
		
		

 Tribute Fund
 Valerie Marrero Cultural
Enrichment Fund

A personalized acknowledgement will be sent
to the gift recipient.
Write checks to Five Towns Child Care Center.
For more information call 516-239-4660 or
e-mail fivetownsc@verizon.net.

2009-2010 Goings On
BOARD MEETINGS
- Wednesdays -

October 28, 2009
November 18, 2009
December 9, 2009

News from the Peter J. DeSibio Five Towns Child Care Center

Child's Play
fall 2009

January 27, 2010

A vine covered arbor trellis leads to
paths to the gazebo and the other areas of
the play garden. The Outdoor Classroom
offers climbing structures, natural materials
for creating art, a variety of surfaces, a
children’s garden, opportunities for sand
and water play, a place to gather for stories
or music, and places to ride tricycles. The
children can run, play ball games or climb
the wooden steps that lead to the slide
in the hill. They can dig in the earth and
water plants in the children’s garden. There
is specially built wooden playhouse for
pretend play.

February 24, 2010
March 24, 2010:
Annual Meeting

112 Wahl Avenue
Inwood, NY 11096

Center Earns National
Certification as Nature
Explore Classroom
For the past 10 years, the Board
and the staff of the Child Care center
have pursued a dream of introducing the
young children in their care to the natural
world, inspiring them to maintain a lifelong
relationship with nature. That dream has
now become a reality. In March 2009 the
Gertrude Rieur Play Garden was designated
a certified Nature Explore Classroom by the
Arbor Day Foundation in Nebraska. The
Center has joined a select group of only
14 Nature Explore Classroom across the
nation.

Who We Are
The center is a not-for-profit agency co-sponsored
by the National Council of Jewish Women, Peninsula
Section and Five Towns Community Chest. The center
provides care for children, 18 months to four years old,
of working families in a full day setting licensed by the
NYS Office of Children and Family Services. A dedicated staff and volunteer board of directors are committed
to high quality early education and nurturing care.

112 Wahl Avenue
Inwood, NY 11096
516-239-4660
fivetownsc@verizon.net

Nature explore classrooms have
developed because of a perceived
disconnect between children and nature.
The classrooms are designed to help young
children integrate nature into their daily
learning experiences. At the child care
Center we can open our back door and let
the children spend time with nature.

Research has shown that outdoor
play is important for healthy development
in young children. Not only does it provide
opportunities for gross motor development
and stress relief but unstructured outdoor
play activities have been linked to enhanced
concentration, creativity and problem
solving. Outdoor play also improves indoor
learning experiences.
The Play Garden has exceeded all our
expectations. We have wonderful outdoor
space where the children can lie on a hill
and look at the sky, follow an ant to its
home, or watch the rain clouds bring a
spring shower. We are discovering every
day that our play garden is more than
we ever dreamed. We are thrilled to have
earned the designation of Nature Explore
Classroom from the Arbor Day Foundation.
We are on their website at www.arborday.
com and go to Nature Explore Classroom.

Work Begins on New Building Project

On November 21st
the staff, children
and parents lost our
much loved toddler
teacher and friend
Vicky Caudros in a hit
and run accident. We
first met Vicky when
she was looking for
child care for her son
Nicholas. Vicky was recommended by a
center teacher to fill an opening in the four
year old class. She quickly became a part of
our permanent staff. In 2007 Vicki moved

into the toddler class to work with the 18
month old children.

On May 26th the Five
Towns Child Care
Center and the entire
Inwood Community
lost a dear friend
and their beloved
caretaker Mr. Jack.
Jack Russo was an
integral part of the
Center for over 60
years. He began to work at the Child Care
Center directly out of the "Trade School" at
the age of 18. He opened and closed the
building 365 days a year, warmly greeting
children and parents. He was a master
carpenter and cabinet maker and brought
his woodworking talents to his work at the
Center.

Center late at night for a distraught parent
who left a child's favorite sleeping toy in the
Center. He made friends with generations
of children and families who fondly know
him as Mr. Jack.

Vicky was a very special young woman.
She embraced everything she did with
enthusiasm and joy. She wanted to learn
more about young children and become a
better teacher. She had just finished her work
to get her CDA [a national early childhood
credential]. Vicki was also involved with
Literacy Nassau’s Mothers’ Group. She was
excited about her life and excited about her
plans for her future.

Every bookcase and cabinet in the
building was built by Jack. One of the
last things that he built for the children
was
an
amazing
playhouse
with
shutters, a Dutch door and shingled roof.
Mr. Jack was a rare and special individual.
His dedication and commitment to the
Center was unfailing. He made sure the
building was ready for children in the
morning and he was available to put the
chairs up after late evening meeting. Jack
was the kind of man who would open the

Jesse Mistero

Jack Russo

Vicky Caudros

Center Suffers Deep Loss

In March the Center
lost our longtime
friend and supporter,
Jesse Mistero. Jesse
passed away on
Thursday, March 26,
2009. He was an
Inwood community
leader who worked
tirelessly for this
community. He never looked for personal
gain. His goal was always to serve Inwood
and better this community.
Jesse helped the Child Care Center in big and
small ways. We could call him whenever
we needed anything - from a special pick
up to an unexpected building problem.
He most recently brought the needs of the
Center to the attention of Supervisor Kate
Murray. He was instrumental in gaining
her support for the Play Garden and the
building renovations. Jesse was always a
phone call away. We will miss his care and
unwavering support.

In late winter we began the work on the
new building renovation project. The old air
conditioning units on the back patio were
removed and a new air conditioning system
installed. A wall of windows at the back of
the building was installed. The windows not
only allow more light into the classrooms
but also allow the children to watch birds
bathing in puddles and storm clouds racing
across the sky.

After

Trouble began when the siding was
removed in the front of the building. Severe
problems with the exterior walls and roof
were discovered. This caused a halt in
the project while we made a new building
plan and raised additional money for the
emergency work. The entire community
came together, Supervisor Kate Murray,
our legislators Dean Skelos and Harvey
Weisenberg, our sponsors, NCJW and Five
Before

Towns Community Chest, the Hagedorn
Foundation, Kiwanis, our Center Board,
Friends and families, to raise the funds
needed for the wall and roof work.
Replacing the roof and walls was an
unexpected challenge. But with the help of
caring generous people, each one making
a difference, we have made the Center safe
and beautiful. We are ready to serve the
children and families in this community for

